Dickens County
Fiscal Year 2023 - 2024
Proposed Budget Cover Page

This budget will raise more revenue from the property
taxes than last year’s budget by an amount of
$1,228,920.52, which is a 51.7 percent increase from
last year’s budget. The property tax revenue to be
raised from new property added to the tax roll this
year is $1,228,920.52.

Property Tax Rate Comparison _2023-2024 2022-2023
Property Tax Rate: $.76382/100 $0.83910/100
No-New-Revenue Tax Rate: $.76382/100 $0.77520/100
No-New-Revenue Maintenance &

Operations Tax Rate: $.61382/100 $0.77558/100
Voter-Approval Tax Rate with

Unused increments: $.99602/100 $.96950/100
Debt Rate: $.00000/100 $.00000/100

Total debt obligation for Dickens County secured by property taxes: $0
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BACKGROUND - GRANT PROGRAM CONTINGENT BUDGETS

Senate Bill 22 (88" Leg., R.S.) provides grant programs for rural sheriffs’ and
prosecutors’ offices which are fully funded by the general appropriations bill. Because of
limitations and uncertainties in S.B. 22 on whether, when, and how counties (on behalf of
sheriffs’ offices) and prosecutors’ offices (on their own behalf) can apply for and receive
these grant funds, neither the grant revenue nor any resulting expenditures of these funds
can be planned for in Dickens County’s regular budget during the ordinary budget
process. These grant programs are not automatic; particularly, for the Sheriff’s Office
grant, the Dickens County Commissioners Court must approve any grant application and
a budget for expenditures of these funds, and must provide for minimum salary standards
for the Sheriff, deputies, jailers, and dispatchers as a condition of receiving grant funds.

In addition to these conditions, the grant funds available may only be spent on limited
purposes, and must be accounted for to the Comptroller’s Office at the end of the fiscal
year. Dickens County and/or the Dickens County Attorney’s Office and if applicable,
must return any unspent funds and reimburse the State for any inappropriately spent
funds. As a result of these requirements, expenditures of these grant funds must be
controlled separately from the County’s general fund.

In the interests of financial transparency, and to comply with the statutory requirement to
fix all elected officials’ compensation during the regular budget cycle while maintaining
the Dickens County Commissioners Court’s discretion whether to apply for the Sheriff’s
Office grant, the following proposed contingent budget is provided for the information of
the general public on how the Court anticipates the Sheriff’s Office grant to be spent, if
the Court, in its discretion, chooses to pursue this program.

For the contingent budget for the Sheriff’s Office grant program, references are given to
the page and line item numbers in the regular proposed budget for Dickens County for
the convenience of interested members of the public who wish to cross-reference to the
regular budget for the Sheriff’s Office. Additionally, while not required by S.B. 22, the
County Attorney has provided a proposed contingent budget for the grant program
provided to the County Attorney’s Office, if/when that funding becomes available.



PROPOSED CONTINGENT BUDGET PURSUANT TO
S.B. 22 (88" Leg.). Tex. Loc. Gov’t Code § 130.911

{Rural Sheriff’s Office Grant Program)

Description Revenue Expense
LGC § 130.911 Grant Revenue (DCSQ) $250,000.00

TOTAL REVENUE $250,000.00

Sheriff Salary (p. 7, line 0300) $ 37,147.50
Salary supp. — deputy salaries (p. 7, line 0305) $ 40,000.00
Salary supp. — dispatcher/jailers (p. 7, line 0310) $ 70,000.00
Add’l FICA/Soc. Sec. (p. 18, line 0340) $ 11,256.78
Add’l retirement (p. 18, line 0345) $ 17,595.72
Vehicle (line 0720) $ 55,000.00
Light bars, sirens, other vehicle equipment, $ 18,000.00
firearms, body armor, & safety equipment (p. 7,

line 0600)

Radio (p. 7, line 0625) $ 1,000.00
TOTAL EXPENSE $250,000.00

CONTINGENT BUDGET PURSUANT TO

S.B. 22 (88" Leg.), Tex. Loc. Gov’t Code § 130.913

(Rural Prosecutor’s Office Grant Program)

Description Revenue Expense
LGC § 130.913 Grant Revenue (Co. Att’y) $100,000.00

TOTAL REVENUE $100,000.00

Investigator Salary (full time) $ 62,000.00
Victim Assistance Coord./Assistant (part time) $ 11,000.00
Social Security $ 5,500.00
Retirement $ 8,500.00
Health Insurance (full time employee only) $ 13,000.00

TOTAL EXPENSE

$100,000.00
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